THE KONUNG OF WHITE WALLS

thought she was looking his way and could hardly
wait to ask his old companion what she had said, and
whether it was anything about himself, 'Yes/ said
Ingolf, 'she says you are to be a Christian and get
yourself a new name in church.' 'Aha!' said Sveneld,
'like Anna Maria/ and for a moment he wondered
what the slave-girl's first name had been. Then he
said: 'Was that all?' 'Wasn't it enough?' said Ingolf,
and spat into the rushes. He disliked the idea, but
Sveneld rather liked it. Almost all the druzina - all
the younger men - were Christians, and of course the
Prince was. Princess Theophano had brought priests
with her when she came north, and one of them had
been made bishop; he held masses in the new
church, and those who went took care to wear their
best clothes and behave becomingly. Most of them
made their serfs go and be baptized, after harvest
and before ploughing, when they were not wanted
on the land.

A few days after that Theophano sent for Sveneld,
and he got up and knelt and kissed her hand from
wrist to finger. He got closer to her than was usual
too, and Prince Bracislav frowned a little. She said,
would he be baptized, and he answered so eagerly
that he would, that she laughed out loud. 'Why/ she
said, 'you will be the best Christian of them all! You
will have to go to Jerusalem like my pretty Raymond!'

'Who was that?' said Sveneld quickly, catching
jealously at a little softness he thought was in her voice.

'Oh/ said she, 'when I was a girl three or four
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